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easy inheritance. He had been left an incompetent and Charles i
impetuous minister in Buckingham, and unfortunately that Henrietta
minister had more influence in Charles's reign than he had Marla
enjoyed even in the later years of King James. At home
there was an empty treasury and a Parliament which was
beginning to feel its power; and abroad, things were going
badly for the Protestants in the Thirty Years' War. More-
over, Charles's wife was to be of no assistance to him. Hen-
rietta Maria was a vivacious and attractive person, but,
unfortunately, as time went on, she interfered more and
more in affairs of State, and had more and more influence
over her husband. The Queen was quite ignorant of English
customs and the English character. She was a Roman
Catholic in a strongly Protestant country, and was always
striving to obtain concessions for those of her own religion.
She actively intrigued, in times of difficulty at home, for
assistance from abroad; and she held the most extreme
political opinions with regard to the King's authority and
the wickedness of those who opposed it.1

Charles called three Parliaments during the first four .
years of his reign, and quarrelled with each one of them, causes of
Then for eleven years he governed without a Parliament. bSwSfn
Finally, a war with Scotland and the consequent need ofSatS
money forced him in 1640 to call two Parliaments, theSentS" .,
second of which reduced his powers, and eventually civil
war broke out in 1642. Such is briefly the history of Charles's
relations with his Parliaments.  The subjects of dispute were
many. There was, as in James's reign, the religious difficulty.
Charles was an Anglican High Churchman, and because of
his wife was inclined to tolerate the Roman Catholics;
Parliament was  Puritan  and  anti-Catholic.     Parliament
distrusted the King's ministers, Buckingham in the first
four years, and Strafford and Laud in 1640; the King, on

1 " Of the many women, good and bad," it has been said, *' who have tried to
take part in affairs of State, from Cleopatra, or the Queen of Sheba downward,
nobody by character or training was ever worse fitted than the wife of Charles 1
for such a case as that in which she found herself."
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